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MAPPING
MY THICAL

BEASTS

Use this booklet to take a

closer look, make connections, |
and sketch your own ideas.



Mythica
Mash-U

With one head and ten
bodies, this magical fish,
called a heluo, can swim or
fly, and makes the sound
of a barking dog. Mythical
creatures are constantly
being re-imagined, so

this artist decided to give
the head of his heluo his
own face in an especially
inventive self-portrait.
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If you combined your
face with an anim.al, what
animal would it be?




If you could iy op,

Garuda” S back
Where woyjq you
g0? Why?

Garuda is a "“man-eagle” who appears
in myths of two major world religions:
Hinduism and Buddhism. In some stories,
his body is shaped like a kite, he's big

enough to block out the sun, and he can
eat a thousand snakes. In some images,
he even wears snakes as jewelry.

Garuda can travel really fast, especially
when someone is in need of protection.

This livi ng artist is
taking mixed-up
creaturesto a
new %é}%ﬁ@é by
adding modern
%f%@g@ﬁm sto
their bodies!

WAIT,
WHAT>

Maybe we find these gf}a%m ngs so surprising
%::s@@ug@ the artist is using an old, traditional

Chine aﬁ: style—in fact, he's inspired by a

2, é:ﬁ year-old book called Classic of Mountain
and @ 5, which described mythical creatures.
(Sort of like this booklet you're holding!)




These mythical birds are best in a pair! Phoenixes,
like we see here, sometimes represent balance. Their
Chinese name, fenghuang (JBlJ8\), describes both the
male (feng), with thicker, rounded tail feathers, and
female (huang), with long, streaming ribbon-like tail
feathers. Pair up phoenixes with dragons and you've

got a super powerful combo!
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Treasure
Keepers

These griffins are
Pulling double-
duty with
Second important
task: they're also
lightning rods!




ore Mythical
Madness

On your next visit to the museum, keep your
eyes peeled for tons more artworks highlighting
mythical creatures that couldn’t fit into this
booklet: unicorns, mermaids, wyvern, centaurs. ..
and creatures yet to be dreamed up!
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Detail of a griffin on the frieze of the main building, 2005, Acquisition. Alvin O. Bellak Collection, 2004-149-8)

photo by Graydon Wood © Philadelphia Museum of Art. New Classic of Mountains and Seas: Ha Lei (Harley
Phoenix-Shaped Architectural Brackets, 1500s-1600s, Davidson), 2018, by Qiu Anxiong (Collection of Susan L.
made in China (Gift of John T. Morris, 1902-911). Heluo with Beningson and Steve Arons). Jar with a Mythical Qilin,
self-Portrait, 2023, by Ai Weiwei (Courtesy of Ai Weiwei Lion, and Elephant, late 1600s, made in China (The Alfred
Studio) © Ai Weiwei. Krishna and His Wife Carried by and Margaret Caspary Memorial Gift, 1955-50-75a,b).

Mythical Man-Eagle Garuda as Krishna Receives
Oblations, around 1525-40, made in India (125th Anniversary
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