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More Mythical
Madness

On your next visit to the museum, keep your
eyes peeled for tons more artworks highlighting
mythical creatures that couldn’t fit into this
booklet: unicorns, mermaids, wyvern, centaurs. . .
and creatures yet to be dreamed up!

Acquisition. Alvin O. Bellak Collection, 2004-149-8).

New Classic of Mountains and Seas: Ha Lei (Harley
Davidson), 2018, by Qiu Anxiong (Collection of Susan L.
Beningson and Steve Arons). Jar with a Mythical Qilin,
Lion, and Elephant, late 1600s, made in China (The Alfred
and Margaret Caspary Memorial Gift, 1955-50-75a,b).

Detail of a griffin on the frieze of the main building, 2005,
photo by Graydon Wood © Philadelphia Museum of Art.
Phoenix-Shaped Architectural Brackets, 1500s-1600s,
made in China (Gift of John T. Morris, 1902-911). Heluo with
Self-Portrait, 2023, by Ai Weiwei (Courtesy of Ai Weiwei
Studio) © Ai Weiwei. Krishna and His Wife Carried by
Mythical Man-Eagle Garuda as Krishna Receives
Oblations, around 1525-40, made in India (125th Anniversary
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With additional support from the Jirair S. and Elizabeth Hovnanian Family Foundation,
The Women's Committee of the Philadelphia Museum of Art, Harriet and Larry Weiss,

Julius and Ray Charlestein Foundation, an anonymous donor, and Ellen and Ronald Caplan.
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Birds of
a Feather

These mythical birds are best in a pair! Phoenixes,
like we see here, sometimes represent balance. Their
Chinese name, fenghuang (JBlJ2l), describes both the
male (feng), with thicker, rounded tail feathers, and
female (huang), with long, streaming ribbon-like tail
feathers. Pair up phoenixes with dragons and you've
got a super powerful combo!

Treasure
Keepers

Lots of mythological

creatures have important

jobs to do. In Chinese
culture, dragons are in

charge of rain and water.

Some imaginary beasts
guide souls safely into
the afterlife. Griffins are
guardians of treasures.

If you're outside the art
museum and look up at

the roof, you'll see some

griffins perching there,
helping the museum
keep its treasures safe.

Art kids
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MAPPING
MYTHICAL

These griffins are
Pulling double-
duty with a
Second important
task: they're also
lightning rods:

X
Use this booklet to take a
closer look, make connections,
and sketch your own ideas.



In Asian Mmythologies,

dragons split theijr
time between the
sky and the deep sea.
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How doeg i
Interact with
the Other

Meets?

S What
different
animal parts

.
do they hayve?
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Does your creature hay
any special powers?
Does it need any tools

Garuda wear snakes
as jewelry —does your
creature have any
dazzling accessorijes?




