Classroom Connections: Exploring the Manzanar, Diverted Resources

Manzanar, Diverted Website

The EXPLORE button is a portal into understanding the intersecting histories of Native
Americans, Japanese Americans, outsiders, and the LA DWP.

Below we annotate for teachers and other users what you will find in each section of “Explore,”
following the menu buttons from left to right.
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https://manzanardiverted.com/explore/

STORY MAP: Explore the stories and events that have shaped Payahuunadii/Owens Valley

The STORY MAP has
several short bonus videos
that geographically orient
viewers to the sites
referenced in the film.

TIMELINE: Explore the historical events that have shaped Payahuunadii/Owens Valley

The TIMELINE is an
extensive thumbnail
history of the highlighted
communities, which are
color-coded by
community for easy
reference. Clicking on each
event also links to
important reference sites
and images that deepen the
experience of the timeline.
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https://manzanardiverted.com/explore/story-map/
https://manzanardiverted.com/explore/timeline/

NATIONAL MAP: Remapping Community Histories and Connections to Place

The NATIONAL MAP,
originally included on the
PBS SoCal site, is
accompanied by an article
by Hana Maruyama, an
assistant professor of history
at the University of
Connecticut. It looks at
entwined histories of Native
Americans and Japanese
Americans. Japanese
American confinement sites
in the continental U. S.
overlay all the nationally
recognized Native American
reservations.

e The map highlights particular sites where there are
intersections between Japanese American, Native
American, and water histories. It is by no means
exhaustive, but it does reference key stories and gives
insights into the various federal agencies that had a
hand in Japanese American incarceration. There is a
legend showing the array of agencies involved, and
the summary helps readers understand why these
agencies were involved.

e Most camps were administered by the War
Relocations Authority, which, like the Office of
Indian Affairs, became part of the Department of
Interior. Today, it’s ironic that sites like Manzanar, a
national historic site, is administered by the National
Park Service, which is also part of the Department of
Interior.

e Because many Issei or first-generation Japanese
immigrant community leaders were detained for
potential prisoner of war trades, they were
administered by the Immigration and Naturalization
Services and the U.S. Army.

e Since the Poston and Gila River concentration camps were established on Native American
reservations, the Office of Indian Affairs was also involved, as was the Bureau of
Reclamation.

Journal of Folklore and Education (2024: Vol. 11)
Manzanar, Diverted: Confluences of Memory and Place 22
by Ann Kaneko


https://manzanardiverted.com/explore/national-map/
https://www.pbssocal.org/news-community/manzanar-divided-mapping-convergence-and-dislocation
https://www.pbssocal.org/shows/pov/how-japanese-american-incarceration-was-entangled-with-indigenous-dispossession

CURRICULUM: Resistance and Coalition Building for Environmental Justice

In the CURRICULUM
section, find links to a
lesson plan on the PBS POV
website for teachers, as well
as other resources.

Links include a Screening
Guide, POV Community
Engagement and Education
Tools for Facilitation Guide,
a Delve Deeper Reading
List, and a PBS Lesson
Plan: Resistance and
Coalition Building for
Environmental Justice.

e All these were developed for the PBS 52-min. broadcast version of the film, but the
Screening Guide offers additional material that references the 84-min. feature version.

e On the Manzanar, Diverted website, look for a link (forthcoming, June 2025) to a chapter on
Intersectionality that will be included in Foundations and Futures: Asian American and

Pacific Islander Multimedia Textbook, produced by UCLA Asian American Studies,
forthcoming June 2025. This chapter highlights the Manzanar coalition building that
occurred when communities came together to fight off a proposed LA DWP solar ranch

across from the former camp.
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https://manzanardiverted.com/explore/curriculum/
https://manzanardiverted.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/MD_screening_guide_plus_extended_20231219.pdf
https://manzanardiverted.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/MD_screening_guide_plus_extended_20231219.pdf
https://manzanardiverted.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/MANZANARDIVERTED-Tools.pdf
https://manzanardiverted.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/MANZANARDIVERTED-Tools.pdf
https://manzanardiverted.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/MANZANARDIVERTED-Tools.pdf
https://www.pbs.org/pov/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/MANZANAR-DIVERTED-Reading-List.pdf
https://www.pbs.org/pov/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/MANZANAR-DIVERTED-Reading-List.pdf
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/manzanar-diverted-lesson-plan-environmentaljustice/manzanar-diverted-environmental-justice-media-gallery-pov/
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/manzanar-diverted-lesson-plan-environmentaljustice/manzanar-diverted-environmental-justice-media-gallery-pov/
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/manzanar-diverted-lesson-plan-environmentaljustice/manzanar-diverted-environmental-justice-media-gallery-pov/
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/manzanar-diverted-lesson-plan-environmentaljustice/manzanar-diverted-environmental-justice-media-gallery-pov/
https://www.aasc.ucla.edu/textbook/
https://www.aasc.ucla.edu/textbook/

IMMERSIVE

IMMERSIVE leads
viewers to a 360-degree
video and information
about a visual sound bath
experience that help
audiences enjoy the beauty
of the landscape and have a
deeper connection to
Payahuunadii.

COMMUNITY RESOURCES/LINKS

LINKS leads to about three
dozen organizational
websites or initiatives help
viewers navigate to other
community groups, tribes,
and resources so that they
can get involved and learn
more.
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https://manzanardiverted.com/explore/immersive/
https://manzanardiverted.com/explore/links/



