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day	  with	   cooking	   and	   therefore	  were	   potentially	   spending	  more	   time	  with	   non-‐English-‐speaking	  
parents	   and	   guardians.	  Most	  weeks	   I	   would	   bring	   snacks	   and	   built	   trust	   by	   always	   showing	   up,	  
trying	  to	  participate	  in	  the	  dances,	  and	  engaging	  the	  students	  in	  conversation.	  It	  was	  not	  the	  level	  of	  
evaluation	   I	  hoped	   for,	   but	   the	   relationship	  building	  and	  experience	  will	   allow	  me	   to	  understand	  
evaluation	  possibilities	  for	  future	  programming.	  	  

Despite	   these	   evaluative	   shortcomings,	   I	   feel	   confident	   in	   claiming	   that	   all	   partners,	   participants,	  
teachers,	   and	   community	   members	   involved	   have	   strengthened	   practices	   for	   working	   together,	  
listening	  to	  each	  other,	  and	  understanding	  our	  diverse	  cultural	  perspectives.	  If	  I	  could	  quantify	  the	  
joy	  each	  week	  on	   the	   faces	  of	   the	  dozens	  of	   youth	  who	  participated	  and	   repeatedly	   attended	   the	  
program,	   the	   success	  would	   be	   undeniable.	  While	  most	   aspects	   of	   life	   for	   these	   youth	   center	   on	  
assimilating	   to	   a	   new	   culture	   and	   learning	   a	   new	   identity,	   it	   is	   our	   hope	   that	   by	   engaging	   in	   a	  
celebration	  of	  traditional	  Rwandan	  dance	  they	  will	  be	  able	  to	  retain	  cultural	  pride	  in	  their	  heritage.	  	  

Julianne	  Morse	  is	  the	  Traditional	  Arts	  Coordinator	  for	  the	  New	  Hampshire	  State	  
Council	  on	  the	  Arts	  where	  her	  responsibilities	  include	  overseeing	  grants,	  fieldwork,	  
research,	  special	  initiatives,	  and	  professional	  development.	  She	  has	  focused	  recent	  
efforts	  on	  expanding	  understanding	  and	  support	  for	  New	  American	  traditional	  artists	  
and	  for	  the	  vibrant	  social	  dance	  community.	  She	  enjoys	  listening	  and	  helping	  to	  make	  
possible	  the	  creative	  expressions	  of	  all	  community	  members.	  

All	  photos	  are	  courtesy	  Becky	  Field,	  Fieldwork	  Photos	  (www.fieldworkphotos.com).	  

Audio	  recording	  of	  singing	  by	  New	  American	  African	  youth,	  recorded	  by	  Julianne	  Morse.	  

NOTES	  
1. Arts	  Ingenuity:	  NH	  State	  Council	  on	  the	  Arts	  Strategic	  Plan	  2014-‐2018,	  2013.	  Retrieved	  from
http://www.nh.gov/nharts/aboutus/pdf/2014-‐2018_nhscastrategicplan.pdf.	  
2. New	  American	  Africans	  formed	  in	  2004	  to	  help	  newly	  arrived	  Africans	  integrate	  into	  their	  new	  community
by	  building	  bridges	  with	  local	  institutions	  to	  help	  families	  meet	  their	  basic	  needs.	  Through	  African	  leadership,	  
NAA	  develops	  strong	  immigrant	  communities	  by	  promoting	  collaboration,	  equity,	  resilience,	  and	  
opportunities	  to	  thrive	  with	  dignity	  and	  respect.	  NAA	  has	  a	  one	  paid	  staff	  member,	  Executive	  Director	  Honore	  
Murenzi,	  and	  is	  overseen	  by	  a	  board	  of	  directors.	  Murenzi	  is	  the	  only	  service	  provider	  for	  the	  organization.	  
Services	  include	  vocational	  training;	  translation	  at	  healthcare,	  educational,	  and	  legal	  meetings;	  English	  as	  a	  
Second	  Language	  courses;	  and	  afterschool	  programs	  for	  increasing	  academic	  achievement.	  	  
3. In	  2014	  New	  Hampshire	  had	  a	  population	  of	  1,326,813	  with	  shifting	  statewide	  demographics	  from	  97%
Caucasian	  in	  2000	  to	  91.6%	  in	  2013.	  (U.S.	  Census	  Bureau,	  New	  Hampshire,	  2010.	  Retrieved	  from	  
http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/states/33000.html.)	  While	  French	  Canadian,	  Irish,	  Scottish,	  and	  English	  
ancestry	  still	  dominate	  the	  region,	  we	  have	  seen	  an	  increased	  diversity	  with	  the	  availability	  of	  web	  and	  
technology	  jobs	  in	  the	  southern	  part	  of	  the	  state.	  In	  8%	  of	  households	  English	  is	  not	  the	  first	  language.	  NH	  has	  
four	  refugee	  resettlement	  cities	  that	  have	  welcomed	  3,317	  new	  community	  members	  in	  the	  past	  five	  years	  
(NH	  Department	  of	  Health	  and	  Human	  Services,	  2013.	  Who	  Are	  Refugees.	  Retrieved	  from	  
http://www.dhhs.nh.gov/omh/refugee/facts.htm).	  In	  these	  cities	  the	  non-‐Caucasian	  population	  ranges	  from	  
10	  to	  21%,	  marking	  significantly	  more	  diverse	  areas	  than	  the	  state	  average.	  	  
4. Catterall,	  James,	  Susan	  S.	  Dumais,	  and	  Gillian	  Hampden-‐Tompson.	  2012.	  The	  Arts	  and	  Achievement	  in	  At	  Risk
Youth:	  Findings	  from	  Four	  Longitudinal	  Studies.	  Washington,	  DC:	  National	  Endowment	  for	  the	  Arts.	  
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