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“This is how I learn.” 
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Since 1978, students around the country have 
created nearly 250 MIPs on multiple 
disciplines. For this article, examples from the 
two latest MIPs were referenced. At Gregory 
Elementary School, in Rockford, IL, 4th 
graders’ MIP focused on people who played 
significant roles in the Civil War, including 
those who lived in Illinois. The 5th graders’ 
MIP explored the cultures, beliefs, customs, 
economies, and politics of 12 countries.
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The art specialist adjusted her curriculum to have students in both grade levels develop their artistic 
skills by crafting props to illustrate facts in their scripts and by painting backdrops to define each 
team’s exhibit area. The drafting and construction of a backdrop produces a learning environment—a 
stage—that places a  student's   famous   person  in  historical  context,  or  immerses  visitors  in  that   
country’s   traditions, languages, arts, and customs. 
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A drama consultant coached students on how to write, rehearse, stage, and perform scripts that 
highlighted their researched facts. I coached the teacher and students through two key phases of the 
project: introduction of the roles and responsibilities of a museum curator and brainstorming how to 
engage visitors in learning facts about the content.  The combination of social, intellectual, and physical 
experiences stimulated students’ different learning styles and provided team-bonding opportunities.
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